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Objectives
1. elevate & floodproof
2. design to recover

3. green infrastructure
4. preserve vegetation
5. create vegetation

6. limit paved areas
7. provide shading
8. use reflective surfaces

9. promote passive resilience
10. shelter in emergencies
11. create emergency plans

12. implement area-wide strategies
13. produce co-benefits

Principles
1. people, communities, equity
2. differentiation and choice

3. new construction & existing development
4. performance-based & prescriptive standards
5. flexibility in changing circumstances

6. actions with co-benefits
7. effectiveness
8. best available data and science



1. Elevate and Floodproof

2. Design to Protect/Recover

3. Promote Passive Resilience 

4. Green Infrastructure 

5. Preserve Vegetation 

6. Create Vegetation 

7. Limit Paved Areas

8. Provide Shading 

9. Use Reflective Surfaces 

10.Shelter in Emergencies 

11.Create Emergency Plans

12. Implement Area-Wide Strategies (Social Resilience)

13.Produce Co-Benefits 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANNING

RESILIENT BUILDINGS

SITE/COOL FACTOR
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Objectives of Resilient Zoning
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zoning tool review 

Prescriptive standards:
ÅUse

ÅDimension

óAs-of-rightô administrative review

Performance standards Staff review (CDD, DPW)

Design guidelines and special permit 

criteria

Staff review (CDD, DPW) and/or 

Planning Board review

Incentives Could beóas-of-rightô or by special 

permit

Types of zoning approaches
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zoning strategies
Flooding
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Goal: 

Adapt Cambridgeôs buildings for future 

flood risks by regulating dimensional 

and use requirements under zoning



7

The current Flood Overlay District is based on the FEMA 100-year zoneThe Flood Overlay District does not always capture the extent of present-day flooding
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The Cambridge FloodViewer includes the extent of Future flooding 


